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The information below is about funding for adults with disabilities in Ontario, Canada.   

 

Why is adult funding important? 

 In Ontario, children’s disability funding from the government stops at age 18. This includes Special 
Services at Home (SSAH) and Assistance for Children with Severe Disabilities (ACSD).  
 

 We recommend applying for adult funding ahead of time, to reduce gaps as much as possible.  
 

Provincial: Adult Disability Funding Sources from the Ontario Government  

 

1. For adults 18 years+ with any type of disability: 

 

The Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) may provide monthly deposits to help cover 

costs of housing and basic daily needs (e.g. clothing, food). ODSP also provides health, 

drug, dental, equipment, and disability-related benefits for applicable items.  

 

Apply at 17.5 years of age.  

 

Application assistance: Sign up for the Transitions Pop-Up: Connect with ODSP 

event for information and application support.  

 

 

2. For adults 18 years+ with an intellectual disability (formally diagnosed by a psychologist): 

Developmental Services Ontario (DSO) may provide Passport Funding reimbursement 

and/or other Ministry funded supports to help with community participation costs e.g. for 

respite, community programs, daytime programs, employment supports, event transportation.  

 

Apply at 16 years of age.  

Application assistance: Sign up for the Transitions Pop-Up: Connect with DSO   

event for information and application support. 

 

 

https://www.hollandbloorview.ca/
https://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/social/odsp/
https://hollandbloorview.ca/services/programs-services/transitions/transition-pop-ups
https://www.dsontario.ca/
https://hollandbloorview.ca/services/programs-services/transitions/transition-pop-ups
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Federal: Disability Funding Sources from the Canadian Government 
 

 Disability Tax Credit 

 

A non-refundable tax credit for people with a “severe and prolonged impairment”. 

 

For More Information:  

Government of Canada Disability Tax Credit (DTC) 

P4P Planning Network’s Disability Tax Credit Information   

 

 Registered Disability Savings Plan (RDSP) 

A savings plan to help save money for the long-term financial security of individuals who are 

eligible for the Disability Tax Credit (see above). Government grants and bonds can help to grow 

an RDSP with personal contributions over time. 

 

For More Information: 

Government of Canada Registered Disability Savings Plan (RDSP)  

P4P Planning Network’s The Registered Disabilities Savings Plan Information 

 

 

Other Funding Information for Adults with Disabilities 

You may wish to explore other benefits, tax credits, or funding sources that can vary based on 

location, financial status, diagnosis, need and other factors. Other information sources: 

 

 Holland Bloorview Financial Support Guide  

 Income Support Resources from 211 Ontario 

 Ontario People With Disabilities webpage 

 Planning Network’s Guide to Figuring Out Funding and Support 

 Planning Network’s Getting Beyond Basic Tax Tips 

 Regional website supports e.g. Toronto, York Region, Durham Region, Simcoe County 

 
The information provided in this handout is for reference only. It is not intended as a recommendation or 
endorsement of specific programs, or as a comprehensive resource list. 

 This handout is brought to you by Holland Bloorview’s Transitions Team 
Contact: Laura Thompson, OT Reg. (Ont.), Team Lead & Occupational Therapist 

416-425-6220 ext. 3686, lthompson@hollandbloorview.ca 
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https://www.hollandbloorview.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/segments/tax-credits-deductions-persons-disabilities/disability-tax-credit.html
https://www.planningnetwork.ca/resources/the-disability-tax-credit-dtc
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/topics/registered-disability-savings-plan-rdsp.html
https://www.planningnetwork.ca/resources/intro-to-the-rdsp
https://hollandbloorview.ca/sites/default/files/migrate/files/2019-01%20Funding%20and%20Financial%20Supports%20Guide.pdf
https://211ontario.ca/211-topics/income-support/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/people-disabilities
https://www.planningnetwork.ca/resources/action-guide-to-figuring-out-funding-and-support
https://www.planningnetwork.ca/resources/tax-tips-beyond-the-basics
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/employment-social-support/
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/support/yr/financialassistance/!ut/p/z1/jY_NDoIwEISfhQcwXRqEXhv8aQukGmPEvZjGCDbBQoR48OltiFfBPc0m387MEiQlQWdetjaDbZ1p_H7G-CL5VgqRgdIRS4GD5oomDNZ5Qk4jAD-GA8F_7icAnLZXcwH-A_os0qIm2JnhvrCuaklZWWfc1ZrG9L3tB69vvgqOZpRGsQhTUCA0A7lJdssVEyHsoxkgo19gom_3OJbvvDrIOgg-QIA3TA!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.YdYYHiDMLcs
https://www.durham.ca/en/living-here/living-with-low-income.aspx
https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt
mailto:lthompson@hollandbloorview.ca

